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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  UP 
SLIGHTLY  IN  OCTOBER 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  October  1957,  at  7^ 
million  pounds  (export  weight),  were  6  percent  larger  than  those  for  October 
1956.    The  value  of  October  1957  exports,  at  $56.2  million,  was  nearly  19 
percent  greater  than  for  the  same  month  a  year  earlier. 

Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco — 67.5  million  pounds  in  October  1957 — 
were  8  percent  above  those  for  October  1956,  but  Burley  leaf  exports,  at 
1.3  million,  were  only  half  as  large  as  those  a  year  earlier.  Dark-fired 
Kentucky-Tennessee,  Maryland,  One  Sucker,  cigar  wrapper,  and  cigar  filler 
also  declined  from  October  1956.    Cigar  binder  exports  totaled  more  than 
1  million  pounds  for  the  month. 

For  the  January-October  1957  period,  exports  of  unmanufactured  tohacco 
totaled  1+11  million  pounds,  just  slightly  larger  than  those  for  the  first  10 
months  of  1956.    The  value  of  January-October  1957  exports,  however,  was  up 
10  percent  from  the  I956  value,  reflecting  higher  prices  being  paid  to  growers. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.  S.  exports,  hy  type  and  export  weight, 
January-October  1956  and  1957,  with  percent  change 


October 


Type 


1956  !  1957 


Percent 
change 


January-October 


1956    i  1957 


Percent 
change 


1 , 000  pounds 


Percent 


1,000  pounds 


Percent 


Flue-cured  :  62,51+9 

Burley  :  2,553 

Dark-fired  Ky.-Tenn  :  2,1+62 


Va.  fire-cured  1/ 

Maryland  

Green  River. . . . 

One  Sucker  

Black  Fat,  etc. 
Cigar  wrapper. . 
Cigar  binder. . . 
Cigar  filler. . . 
Other  


88 
1,207 
11 
hi 
271 

3^3 
2I+5 
126 

,  3.Q5 


Total  

Declared  value 


:  70,201 


(million  dollars)  :      1+7. 3 


67, 5^ 
1,291 
2,022 
227 

7^9 

68 

20 

1+71 

253 
1,063 

8 

666 


+8.0 
-1+9.+ 
-17.9 

+158.0 

-37.9 

-51.2 

+73.8 
-26.2 


+118.4 


336,765 
21,126 

3,778 
10,307 
918 
1+70 

3,522 
3,331 
1,765 

1+1+0 

3,36^ 


7M86 


+6.0 


*K)9,8  50 


56.2 


+18.8 


266.3 


3^1,378 
18,211 
18,263 
+,509 

10,751 
1,1+28 

2,523 
3,^52 
3,816 
2,1+1+7 
96 
3.736 


1+10 , 610 


293.0 


1/  Includes  sun-cured. 

Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census . 
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The  value  of  U.  S.  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  October  1957  was  $5-6 
million— up  about  6  percent  from  October  1956.    Cigars  and  cheroots,  cigarettes, 
and  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  were  down  from  a  year  ago.    For  the  10-month  period, 
January-October,  exports  of  cigars  and  cheroots,  and  cigarettes,  were  larger 
than  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1956;  exports  of  chewing  tobacco  and  snuff 
were  off  slightly,  and  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  was  substantially  lower. 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January-October  I956 
and  1957,  with  percent  change 


Products 

*  October 

[Percent' 
:  change  ; 

, January-October \ 

Percent 
change 

:  1956 

• 

!  1957  ! 

1956  : 

1  1957  : 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

• 

• 

1,1+9 

:  1,075 

\  -6M 

6,723 

:  7,220! 

Cigarettes 

• 

1,310- 

1,220" 

:  -6.9 

'  13,332 

:  13,705; 

+2.8 

Chewing  and  snuff 

• 

81: 

179 

:  +121.0' 

1,359' 

!  1,2++! 

-8.5 

Smoking  tobacco  in  pkgs. 

• 

i  69 

:  +19.0 

:  519i 

520: 

:  +0.2 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk 

•  1 

. . . . :  372 

316' 

:  -15.U 

^95: 

|  3,638: 

-19.1 

Declared  value 

5.3: 

5.6! 

+5.7: 

(  55.5' 

59.0! 

'  +6.3 

Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census. 


MALAYAN  TPADE  IN  LEAF 
TOBACCO  UP  SHARPLY 

Malayan  (Colony  of  Singapore  and  Federation  of  Malaya)  imports  of  unmanu- 
factured tobacco  during  the  first  half  of  1957  totaled  7.8  million  pounds, 
compared  with  slightly  less  than  1.0  million  in  January- June  1956.    The  sharp 
increase  was  the  result  of  substantially  larger  takings  from  India  and  Communist 
China.    Imports  from  India  amounted  to  5«9  million  pounds,  compared  with 
137,000  pounds  last  year.    Takings  from  Communist  China  rose  from  32,000  pounds 
in  January- June  1956  to  1.5  million.    Imports  from  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia 
and  Nyasaland,  totaling  3^0,000  pounds,  were  about  12  percent  greater  than  the 
January- June  1956  level  of  30^,000  pounds,  while  takings  from  the  United  States 
were  substantial  below  last  year. 

Malayan  exports  (reexports)  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  amounted  to  7' 3 
million  pounds,  compared  with  .5  million  in  January-June  1956.    Shipments  to 
Indonesia  amounted  to  7«1  million  pounds,  and  exports  to  Macao  were  slightly 
larger  than  the  January- June  1956  level. 


December  23 ,  1957  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


5 


PORTUGAL  RENEWS  STATE  TOBACCO 
MONOPOLY'S  MANUFACTURING  LEASES 

On  November  22,  1957 ,  the  Portuguese  Ministry  of  Finance  tendered 
bids  and  published  regulations  for  the  operation  of  the  State  Tobacco 
Monopoly  for  the  next  25  years ,  beginning  January  1958 •    Awards  to  bidders 
will  probably  be  announced  in  early  1958.     (The  pertinent  decree  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Diario  Do  Governo,  as  decree-law  No.  U1383.    A  complete  text 
translated  into  English  is  available  in  the  Tobacco  Division,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service ,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.) 

Under  the  old  lease,  in  existence  since  May  11,  1927,  all  property  and 
machinery  used  by  the  two  contractual  firms  for  tobacco  manufacture  were 
to  be  relinquished  to  the  "State"  at  the  end  of  the  contract  period.  This 
feature  in  the  new  lease  remains  unchanged. 

In  many  respects,  however,  the  new  lease  is  much  more  restrictive. 
First,  it  requires  that  after  5  years  the  licensed  manufacturer  agrees  to 
import  from  "Overseas  Territories"  a  minimum  of  20  percent  of  all  leaf 
tobacco  used.    At  present,  about  7  percent  comes  from  this  source.  Second, 
the  government  reserves  the  right  to  "direct  purchases"  of  foreign  leaf 
from  any  source  it  thinks  desirable  in  order  best  to  serve  the  government's 
economic  interests.    Third,  the  "State"  has  the  prerogative  of  cancelling 
a  manufacturer's  lease  while  giving  minimum  opportunity  for  appeal. 

The  United  States  supplies  most  of  the  leaf  used  in  Portugal.  Current 
sales  of  Burley  to  Portugal  are  reportedly  about  50  percent  of  normal  post- 
war takings,  due  to  rising  U.  S.  prices  for  grades  purchased  by  Portugal. 
Takings  of  U.  S.  flue-cured  are  declining  and  being  supplanted  by  increased 
imports  of  African  and  Far  Eastern  leaf.    Increased  Portuguese  government 
intervention  in  directing  trade  could  further  reduce  purchases  of  U.  S. 
leaf.    Dollar  expenditures  have  been  permitted  in  the  past,  but  these 
will  probably  come  under  closer  scrutiny  by  government  authorities  exercis- 
ing supervision  of  the  new  contracts. 

YUGOSLAV  LEAF  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Yugoslav  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of 
1957 ,  totaling  17.8  million  pounds,  were  2h  percent  below  the  January- June 
1956  level  of  23.3  million.    Most  of  the  decline  was  in  reduced  shipments 
to  the  U.S.S.R.,  amounting  to  only  i+19  pounds,  against  6.9  million  in  the 
first  6  months  last  year.    Others  taking  less  Yugoslav  leaf  in  January-June 
included  West  Germany,  France,  Hungary,  East  Germany,  and  the  United  States. 
Countries  increasing  purchases  of  Yugoslav  leaf  included  Poland,  "^gypt, 
Italy,  Algeria,  and  Belgium. 

Average  reported  priced  paid  for  Yugoslav  leaf  by  importing  countries, 
in  terms  of  U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  during  January-June  1957  were:  Algeria— 
21.3;  Belgium- -27. 9;  France  — 38.7;  Egypt--U9.7;  Italy- 9;  Poland— 58. 1; 
and  the  United  States— 76. 1. 

Yugoslavia  imported  506,000  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the 
first  6  months  of  1957 --all  from  Turkey.    Average  reported  price  was 
equivalent  to  71. 5  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 
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WEST  GERMAN  FARMERS 
CUT  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 

More  than  1,600  West  German  farmers  gave  up  tobacco  growing  in  1957, 
and  those  who  continued  the  crop  reduced  acreage  15  percent  below  that  of 
1956--to  about  73  percent  of  allotted  acreage.  This  was  in  reaction  to 
price  declines  in  I956  and  general  difficulties  in  selling  the  crop.  The 
decline  in  1957  acreage  was  offset  to  some  extent  by  higher  yields,  so 
that  1957  production  is  only  8  percent  lower  than  in  1956,  a  decline  from 
1+8.9  to  1+5.2  million  pounds. 

Flue-cured,  Burley,  and  cigar  tobaccos  all  showed  reductions  in 
acreage.    The  decline  in  flue-cured  is  attributed  to  lower  demand  for 
this  type  in  the  smoking  tobacco  industry.    Lower  production  of  West 
German  Burley  resulted  primarily  from  the  fact  that  the  price  dropped 
almost  25  percent  from  the  I956  price. 

Overall  income  from  all  West  German  tobacco  in  1956  decreased  about 
25  percent  from  record  1955  returns,  and  some  leaf  remained  unsold.  West 
German  farmers  believe  that  manufacturers,  who  are  holding  adequate  stocks,, 
are  attempting  to  depress  prices  to  what  they  (the  manufacturers)  consider 
more  reasonable  levels.    Tobacco  growers  have  attempted  to  obtain  government 
aid  in  marketing  their  leaf  but  have  been  unsuccessful.    However,  they  have 
been  able  to  retain  the  laws  that  require  the  admixture  of  50  percent  of 
domestic  tobacco  in  certain  tax-favored  tobacco  products. 

CANADIAN  JULY -OCTOBER  WHEAT  EXPORTS 
18  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  h  months  (July- 
October)  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  approximately  98  million  bushels,  com- 
pared with  120  million  during  the  same  period  in  1956-57.    This  is  a  decline 
of  18  percent.    The  reduction  is  due  to  much  lower  exports  to  Western 
Europe,  which  had  a  record  crop  this  year,  and  greatly  reduced  exports  to 
Czechoslovakia  and  the  U.S.S.R. 

Official  export  figures  for  October  are  not  yet  available.    The  esti- 
mated total  of  98  million  bushels  for  July-October  this  year  is  based  on 
official  figures  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  for  July -September , 
estimates  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  for  October  wheat  exports, 
and  estimated  flour  exports  for  October. 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  (grain 
equivalent)  of  the  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  taken  by  the  indicated 
foreign  outlets  during  July-October  this  year  compared  with  a  year  ago, 
the  latter  shown  in  parentheses:    United  Kingdom,  3^.0  (37.3);  Japan,  16.5 
(16.8);  West  Germany,  12.9  (18.6);  the  Netherlands,  9.2  (5.3);  Belgium- 
Luxembourg  6.2  (6.8)  United  States  3.3  (1.6);  Poland,  2.5  (2.6);  Switzerland 
1.2  (h.l);  Philippine  Republic  1.7  (2.1);  U.S.S.R.,  1.0  (k,l);  and 
Czechoslovakia,  0  (*+.!+) . 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  e^orts  by  country  of  destination, 
July-September  1956  and  July-September  1957 


„    L.  :      July-September  1956       »      July-SeDtember  1957 

Destination  :  ~ 

;    Wheat  :    Flour  :    Total  :    Wheat  .    Flour  .  Total 

:  -  Thousand  bushels,  grain  equivalent  - 

Western  Hemisphere:  : 


United  States   :       881*  :  269  :    1,153  :    2,222  :  356  :  2,578 

Central  America  :         19  :  308  :       327  :         51*  :  300  :  351* 

British  West  Indies  ..:          6  :  1,1*25  :    1,1*31  :          5  :  1,061*  :  1,069 

Cuba  :       -      :  108  :       108  :       -      :  1*3  :  1*3 

Venezuela  :         22  :  722  :       7UU  :         28  :  570  :  598 

Ecuador   :       217  :  -      :       217  :       158  :  -      :  158 

Peru   :       713  :  2  :       715  :       -      :  3  :  3 

Others   :              :  1*1*6  :       1*1*6  :        -      :  325  :  325 

Total  :     1,861  :  3,280  :    5,11*1  :    2,1*6?  :  2,661  :  5,l2T 

Europe:  :::::: 

Norway   :    2,003  :  -      :    2,003  :       795  :  -      :  795 

United  Kingdom   :  26,977  :  3,330  :  30,307  :  2l*,037  :  2,908  :  26,91*5 

Ireland   :    1,057  :  -      :    1,057  :       1*07  :  1/    :  1*07 

Netherlands   :    3,731  :  U  :    3,735  :    6,308  :  -      :  6,308 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ...:    1*,071  :  95  :    I*,  166  :    5,320  :  61*  :  5,38U 

France   :       726  :  -      :       726  :    1,325  :  -      :  1,325 

West  Germany  :  11,750  :  -      :  11,750  :  10,1*1*1*  :  -      :  10,1*1*1* 

Czechoslavakia   :    1*,371  :  -      :    1*,371  :-:-:- 

Switzerland  :    2,817  :  -      :    2,817  :       90l*  :  1/    :  90l* 

Poland   :    2,599  :  -      :    2,599  :    2,535  :  -      :  2,535 

Russia  :    U,127  :  -      :    i*,127  :-:-:- 

Others   :    1,792  :  89  :    1,881  :    1,275  :  31  :  1,306 

Total   :  66,021  :  3,518  :  69,539  ;  53,330  j  3,003  :  567353" 

Asia:  :::::: 

Philippines   :       -      :  1,777  :    1,777  :       -      :  1,31*6  :  l,3i*6 

Japan  :  13,lU5  :  278  :  13,1*23  :  U*,U2U  :  238  :  li*,662 

Others   :       255  :  h3h  t       689  :       131*  :  3U5  :  U79 

Total   :  13,UQ0  j  2,1*89  :  15,889  ;  il*,55B  :  1,929  :  16,SoT 

Africa   :       979"!  523  :    1,502  :       I8T1       MTs  W 

Oceania   :        -      :  21*  :  21*  :       -      :  8  :  8 

World  total  :  82,261  :  9^3h  :  92,09"5  :  ?0,563  :  7,885  :  78,10*8 


1/  Less  than  500  bushels. 
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FAVORABLE  I958  MARKET  FORESEEN 
FOR  AUSTRALIAN  DRIED  VINE  FRUITS 

Prospects  for  sale  of  the  oncoming  Australian  dried  vine-fruit  crops 
are  considered  very  good,  particularly  since  "below-average  dried  vine-fruit 
packs  have  "been  harvested  in  both  the  United  States  and  Turkey.    The  pros- 
pective 1958  Australian  sultana  crop  is  expected  to  be  well  above  average. 
The  fruit  bud  set  has  been  heavy  and  the  growing  season  satisfactory. 
Though  the  weather  was  dry  during  the  Australian  winter  and  spring  seasons, 
no  shortages  of  irrigation  water  have  been  reported. 

The  1957  Australian  dried  vine  fruit  pack  is  currently  estimated  at 
87,500  short  tons,  in  comparison  with  the  relatively  short  1956  crop  of 
67,200  tons  and  the  89, ^00-ton  production  of  the  preceding  year.  Sultanas 
comprised  80  percent  of  the  1957  Australian  total  dried  vine-fruit  pack, 
or  70,000  short  tons,  while  currant  production  was  11,^00  tons  (13  percent) 
and  the  raisin,  or  lexia,  pack  was  6,100  tons  (7  percent). 

Sales  of  1957  Australian  dried  vine  fruits  have  been  good,  with  prices 
higher  than  those  of  the  year  before.    Sultanas  averaged  $310.00  per  ton, 
exwarehouse,  United  Kingdom  ports,  during  the  1956  season.    As  of  mid- 
September,  prices  for  the  1957  pack  have  averaged  $316.88  per  ton. 

The  United  Kingdom  purchased  ^-0,500  short  tons,  or  more  than  k6  percent 
of  the  1957  Australian  dried  vine-fruit  production.    Canada  ranked  second 
among  purchasers,  taking  16,520  tons,  or  19  percent  of  the  dried  vine-fruit 
pack,  while  New  Zealand  was  third  with  purchases  aggregating  6,38^  tons,  or 
7  percent  of  the  total. 

APRICOT  PASTE  IMPORTANT  EXPORT 
ITEM  IN  SYRIAN  FOREIGN  TRADE 

During  the  1956-57  marketing  season,  exports  of  Syrian  apricot  paste 
amounted  to  2,559  short  tons,  or  approximately  75  percent  of  the  tonnage 
produced.    Egypt  was  the  principal  purchaser,  taking  1,713  tons,  or  67 
percent,  of  all  paste  exported.    Other  purchasers  of  Syrian  apricot  paste 
are  shown  in  the  following  1956-57  export  table: 


Country  of  destination  June  1956  - 
 •  May  1957 

:  Short  tons 

Egypt  :  1,713 

Iraq  :  136 

Jordan  :  136 

Lebanon  :  227 

Lebanon  Free  Zone  :  2^6 

Saudi  Arabia.  :  8l 

Other  countries  :  20 


Total  exports  :  2,559 
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JAPAN  PROMOTES  MANDARIN  ORANGE  EXPORTS 

Exports  of  fresh  Mandarin  oranges  from  Japan  in  1956  exceeded  25  million 
pounds  and  were  valued  slightly  above  $2  million.    Mandarins  are  the  most 
important  fresh  fruit  shipped  from  Japan.    About  95  percent  of  exports  go  to 
Canada,  and  Canadian  purchases  in  1957  are  expected  to  total  about  25.8  million 
pounds.    Export  prices  for  Canadian  shipments  are  now  running  about  6.6  percent 
above  1956. 

Mandarin  oranges  are  harvested  in  October  and  early  November,  and  export 
shipments  usually  are  finished  by  about  December  10  so  that  they  will  arrive  in 
Canadian  markets  in  time  for  the  holiday  trade.    Shizuoka  Prefecture  (west  of 
Tokyo)  is  the  most  important  producing  area,  with  Kanagawa  second.    The  ports 
of  Shimizu  and  Kobe  handle  most  of  the  mandarin  exports.    In  1955  and  1956  the 
quantity  and  value  of  these  exports  were: 

1955  1956 


Thousand  pounds  20,9^9  25,^79 
Thousand  dollars       1,825  2,050 

Despite  the  high  volume  of  fresh  exports,  only  about  3  percent  of  Japan's 
total  mandarin  production  is  moved  in  this  manner.    Shippers  and  growers  are 
[1  working  hard  to  develop  new  markets  and  to  regain  prewar  markets  in  the  United 
5  States,  Mainland  China,  and  the  U.S.S.R.    However,  the  trade  feels  that  U.  S. 
:  regulations  prohibiting  imports  of  Japanese  mandarin  oranges  are  not  likely  to 
■be  changed  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  substantial  exports  of  mandarins  in  the  form  of  canned  sections, 
but  the  pattern  of  trade  is  quite  different.    By  far  the  most  important  market 
is  the  United  Kingdom,  followed  by  the  United  States  and  West  Germany.  Sales 
to  all  these  markets  increased  in  1956  over  the  previous  year.    U.  K.  purchases 
were  up  just  slightly,  but  the  United  States  bought  27.8  percent  more,  and  West 
German  purchases  increased  fourfold.    Japanese  exports  of  canned  mandarin  sec- 
tions in  1955  and  1956  by  country  of  destinations  were: 


• 

Country  of  destination           '  1955 

!  1956 

:  19,020 

:  3,950 

:  1,970 

:  700 

:  1,970 

:  370 

:  27,980 

Exports  of  canned  mandarin  sections  in  the  first  7  months  of  1957  ra»  about 
L3.5  percent  below  the  same  period  of  1956.    The  trade  fears  that  total  exports 
for  the  year  will  not  increase  over  1956  as  anticipated. 
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ICELAND  TO  EXPORT  MORE  MUTTON 

Iceland's  mutton  output  during  the  autumn  slaughtering  season  this 
year  rose  to  18.3  million  pounds,  11  percent  above  last  year.    This  in- 
creased production,  due  to  excellent  summer  weather  and  to  recovery  of 
sheep  flocks  following  a  lung  disease  epidemic,  is  expected  to  "boost 
mutton  exports.    During  1957,  mutton  exports  from  Iceland  are  expected 
to  rise  to  5*5  million  pounds,  11  percent  over  last  year.    Most  of  Iceland's 
mutton  exports  go  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Sweden. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WOOL  PRICES 
AND  EXPORTS  DECLINE 

Less  wool,  at  lower  prices,  is  being  offered  at  auctions  in  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  this  season.    Severe  drought  in  many  districts  of  the  Karroo 
region  and  eastern  part  of  Cape  Province  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
given  for  the  decline  in  volume  of  wool  sold.    The  decline  in  wool  prices 
is  in  line  with  the  drop  at  other  Dominion  auctions. 

Total  wool  sales  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  1957-1958  season  (july- 
September)  amounted  to  3^»^  million  pounds,  compared  with  38.9  million  durin 
the  same  period  last  season.    The  average  price  was  68.9  cents  per  pound, 
greasy  basis.    Although  this  was  slightly  higher  than  the  July -Sept ember 
1956  average  price  of  68.1  cents,  auction  prices  trended  downward  during 
September  and  October.    Values  at  the  end  of  October  were  7  "to  10  percent 
lower  than  the  season's  opening  levels  and  about  17  percent  below  closing 
prices  of  the  1956-1957  season. 

Exports  of  raw  wool  declined  20  percent  during  the  first  quarter  of 
this  season  compared  with  a  year  ago.    Shipments  of  grease  and  scoured  wool 
during  the  respective  periods  were  1+1.6  and  51*7  million  pounds,  actual 
weight . 

Of  the  1+1.6  million  pounds  exported  this  season,  36.2  million  went  to 
6  countries—France  (8.6),  United  Kingdom  (8.2),  West  Germany  (7*7)  >  Soviet 
Union  (1+.8),  Italy  (k.k),  and  the  United  States  (2.5). 

U.  S.  MEAT  IMPORTS  RISE 

United  States  imports  of  meat  and  meat  products  during  the  first  3 
quarters  of  1957  rose  about  2k  percent  over  the  same  period  in  1956.  The 
rise  was  due  to  the  fact  that  beef  imports  increased  7*+  percent.    A  relative 
shortage  of  beef  in  the  United  States  during  1957  increased  prices  and  made 
it  profitable  for  importers  to  bring  in  beef  despite  the  3-cents-per-pound 
import  tariff.    The  largest  increase  was  in  imports  of  frozen  boneless  manu- 
facturing beef.    The  price  of  boneless  beef  is  now  high  in  the  United  States 
averaging  33  percent  above  last  fall. 

Pork  imports  dropped  in  the  first  9  months  of  1957  due  to  increased 
domestic  production  and  a  shortage  of  pork  in  Canada  during  the  first  part 
of  the  year.    Imports  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  remainder  of  1957 • 
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MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  imports,  product  weight  basis, 
January-September  1955-57 


Commodity 


1955 


1956 


1957 


:  1,000  lb. 

Beef  and  veal:  : 

Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  beef  :  5,201 

Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  veal  :  27I+ 

Canned  beef  :  68,000 

Pickled  and  cured  :  3,176 

Boneless  beef  :  13,373 


Total  beef  and  veal  :  90,02^ 


Pork :  : 

Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  :  33,760 

Hams,  shoulders  and  bacon  l/   :  Qo,2hk 

Other,  pickled  or  salted   :  10,815 

Sausage,  except  fresh   :  35I+ 


Total  pork  :  12U,lU8 


Lamb  and  mutton: 

Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen. 

Other,  canned,  prepared  or 
preserved  meats  


1,8U8 
k,khk 


Grand  total  ;  220,1+1+7 


1,000  lb. 


3,261 
I83 
5^,506 

6,138 
16,288 


80,376 


26,851 
76,00k 
8,96U 
1+79 


112,298 


1,171 


3,633 


l/  Includes  canned  hams,  shoulders,  and  bacon. 
Source:    United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


197^78 


1,000  lb. 


10,367 
612 
68,281 
7,32^ 
51,^ 


138,018 


13,987 
72,981 
9,066 
5U7 


96,581 


1,961 


8,862 


2^5,1+25 


FRANCE  TO  INCREASE 
MEAT  IMPORTS 

France  has  announced  that  about  9  million  pounds  of  pork  imports  will 
be  authorized  immediately  in  an  effort  to  force  retail  prices  down.  This 
is  another  moye  in  the  present  campaign  against  inflation  in  France.  If 
this  lot  of  imports  does  not  effectively  reduce  domestic  pork  prices, 
further  imports  are  to  be  authorized. 

These  imports  probably  will  come  from  neighboring  European  countries. 
Western  Europe  has  an  abundance  of  pork  at  present,  and  1958  production  is 
expected  to  be  large.    United  States  exports  to  France  are  hampered  by 
stringent  French  exchange  controls. 
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DROUGHT  AFFECTS  COSTA  RICA'S 
CATTLE  INDUSTRY 

Cattle  producers  in  the  coastal  lowlands  of  northwest  Costa  Rica  are 
concerned  over  the  effect  of  an  extended  dry  season.    It  is  reported  that 
pastures  will  not  satisfy  requirements  during  early  1958  due  to  lack  of 
rain. 

Costa  Rica  is  interested  in  expanding  its  beef  production  and  its 
foreign  trade  in  cattle  and  beef.    Construction  of  a  modern  packing  plant 
by  a  U.  S.  firm  has  been  authorized  at  San  Jose,  the  capital  of  Costa  Rica, 
to  supply  meat  for  domestic  consumption  and  for  export  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  March  18,  1957).    A  serious  drought  in  Costa  Rica  could  retard 
its  plans  to  develop  a  meat  export  industry. 


WEST  GERMAN  HOG  NUMBERS  RISE 

West  German  hog  numbers  continue  to  rise  in  spite  of  adverse  price 
changes.    Although  the  government  has  had  to  support  hog  prices  during 
1957  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  9)  owing  to  an  oversupply 
of  hogs  offered  for  slaughter,  farmers  in  West  Germany  indicate  that  they 
intend  to  continue  producing  large  numbers  of  hogs. 

The  number  of  bred  sows  and  young  pigs  now  reported  indicated  that 
end-of-the-year  hog  numbers  will  be  high  and  may  reach  a  record  16  million. 
West  German  hog  slaughter  during  1958  is  expected  to  remain  at  the  high 
1957  levels. 

American  exporters  of  hog  products  can  thus  expect  strong 
on  the  West  German  market  from  domestic  West  German  production 
other  European  production,  also  expected  to  be  large  in  1958. 


HOG  NUMBERS:    West  Germany,  September  1953-57 


Class 

i  1953 

!  195^  < 

1955  . 

1  1956 

!  1957 

!  1,000 
head 

:  1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

:  1,000 
head  1 

:  1,000 
head 

1      1,050  ! 
8,829 
2,767  ' 

•  1,287  : 
:    10,076  : 

2,557  : 

1,271 
10,576  : 
3,327  : 

1,295  1 
10,598  - 
2,570  : 

:  1,391 
11,533 
2,772 

12,6^6  : 

13,920 

15,17^  : 

1M63  ! 

15,696 

Source:    Statistische  Berichte 


competition 
and  from 
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DANISH  HOG  NUMBERS  HIGH 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  were  Ik  percent  above  last  year  according  to 
the  November  1957  survey.    However,  the  number  of  bred  gilts  has  dropped 
significantly  from  the  high  levels  of  last  November.    This  reduction,  along 
with  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  young  pigs,  indicates  that  farmers  are 
not  now  planning  to  increase  production  over  present  levels.    Large  hog 
slaughter  in  Denmark  has  depressed  prices  in  recent  months.  Farmers' 
representatives  have  expressed  concern  over  the  low  price  of  Danish  hog 
carcasses  on  the  London  market. 

CUBAN  BEEF  PRODUCTION  RISES 

Estimated  meat  production  in  Cuba  during  the  first  3  quarters  of  1957 
was  5  percent  above  the  same  period  last  year.    The  increase  was  in  beef 
production.    Hog  and  sheep  slaughter  dropped,  while  goat  slaughter  remained 
constant . 

Production  of  "high-quality"  beef  for  sale  to  hotels  and  restaurants 
rose  to  about  600,000  pounds  during  the  third  quarter.    Beef  in  this 
category  is  exempted  from  the  ceiling  price  of  $1^.50  per  100  pounds  on 
the  hoof  imposed  on  all  other  classes  of  beef. 

Relatively  heavy  beef  production  has  encouraged  Cubans  to  look  for  new 
markets.    However,  a  trial  shipment  of  32  beef  carcasses  to  the  United 
States  in  October  failed  to  bring  a  profit  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
October  23,  1957) .   


CUBA:    Estimated  livestock  slaughter  and  meat  production, 
January-September  1956-1957 


Year 

1  Cattle 

)  Hogs 

\  Sheep 

I  Goats 

:  Meat 

:  Produced  1/ 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  Million 

head 

head 

:    head  j 

head 

:  pounds 

678 

:        28  : 

:  25 

:  3^0.0 

693  : 

6ho  \ 

27  : 

27  : 

356.0 

1/  Carcass  weight. 


BURMA'S  RICE  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT 

Burma's  1957-58  rice  crop  will  be  considerably  below  the  amount  expected 
earlier  in  the  season.    Lack  of  rainfall  in  October  reduced  the  crop  as  much 
as  10  to  15  percent,  according  to  some  observers.    This  means  exportable 
supplies  of  rice  will  be  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
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EGYPT* S  RICE  EXPORTS 

LARGEST  IN  6  YEARS  ; 

Egypt's  rice  exports  in  the  rice  marketing  year  1956-57  (November-October) 
amounted  to  274,000  metric  tons,  the  largest  since  1951*  Calendar  year  exports 
in  1956  were  221,000  tons.  One-third  of  the  total  exports,  delivered  mainly  in 
1957^  was  exported  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Soviet  Bloc. 

The  largest  exports  outside  the  Soviet  area  were  35,294  tons  to  Lebanon. 
Other  major  countries  of  destination  were  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  West  Germany, 
and  Austria.    Exports  to  Syria  amounted  to  18,950  tons,  and  to  Greece,  16,195 
tons. 


RICE:    Egyptian  exports  for  specified  periods,  annual  1948  and  1953-55, 
January-November  1956,  and  November-October  1956-57 


Country  of  destination    :  1948 

• 

•  4 

:  1953 

:  195^ 

:  1955 

1                 :  November- 
:  1956  1/  tOctober 
:  1956-57 

• 

Metric  tons 

•  0 

0 

{  102 

:  7,824 

:  5,182 

:  17,^91 

1  OOO 

:  0 

,         li.  7QD 

170 

0 

:  h&k 

29,466 

:  15,749 

27,091 

78,347 

:  0 

',  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

5^5 

•  1 

:  0' 

0 

:  -1 

i  2/ 

:  16,195 

!  0 

1  0 

\  0 

;  0 

:  0 

.  88,474 

!  0 

:  ^,979 

:  12,396 

:  33,428 

:  0 

:  0 

:  4,946 

:  9,781 

:  10,872 

:  15,280 

2,000. 

257: 

0 

:       2/  . 

2/  - 

3,157 

•  51,050. 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

!  '  0 

:  0 

1,891; 

0; 

0. 

!  2/ 

:  H 

:  4,050 

6,221. 

2- 

!  0 

!       %  > 

!  685 

220. 

0. 

.  0. 

:  1,524 

:  19,915 

:  29,623 

i  i •    2/  : 

0. 

0. 

:  23,166. 

:  36,070 

:  61,389 

:  °« 

:  °: 

2/ 

.        2/  . 

•  1,450 

•  < 

'.  8,48o' 

:  50. 

.    21, 845 . 

:  31,091; 

36,273- 

.    54, 2hh 

Union  of  South  Africa.., 

0. 

:  0- 

203; 

:  28,348. 

11,786. 

31,^8 

:  257: 

1>9^2; 

:  3,530. 

:     2/  : 

;  307 

101- 

:  9,853: 

39,205- 

35,359; 

6,991 

•  1 

350,958. 

667! 

48,544* 

:  18^,331; 

3/  204,634. 

274,231 

l/  January-November  only.  2/  If  any,  included  in  "other  countries". 
3/  Total  for  calendar  year,  221, 048  metric  tons. 

Source:    Compiled  from  official  statistics  and  trade  sources. 
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Minimum  export  prices,  excluding  export  duties ,  for  Egypt's  1957 
rice  crop  are  fixed  as  follows  (in  dollars  per  100  pounds).  Glazed, 
No.  1,  3-percent  brokens,  U.5S;  No.  2,  6-percent  brokens,  U.51;  Natural, 
No.  1,  3-percent  brokens,  U.38;  No.  2,  6-percent  brokens,  U.31;  cargo 
No.  1,  3.92;  No.  2,  3.86;  Mamsouh,  20-percent  brokens,  J+.18.  These 
prices  are  f.o.b.  Alexandria. 

The  export  duties  are  fixed  according  to  the  type  of  currency 
used  in  payment  for  the  rice.     One  export-duty  rate  is. set  if  pay- 
ments are  made  in  any  of  the  following  currencies:    U.S.  dollars, 
Canadian  dollars,  deutschemarks ,  Swiss  francs,  Italian  lire,  pounds 
sterling,  or  in  the  currencies  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Belgium,  Denmark, 
the  Netherlands,  and  France.    These  are  (in  cents  per  100  pounds): 
No.  1,  3-percent  broken,  59;  No.  2,  6-percent  broken,  56;  No.  3, 
20-percent  broken,  29;  cargo,  26,  and  rough  rice,  26. 

Another  export-duty  rate  is  fixed  for  exports  if  payments  are 
made  in  Egyptian  currency  by  the  following  countries:  Austria, 
Belgium,  Greece,  Finland,  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Soviet  Union, 
Soviet  Bloc  countries,  Poland,  Yugoslavia,  Libya,  Tunisia,  and  Saudi 
Arabia.    These  duties  are  (in  dollars  per  100  pounds):    No.  1,  1.31; 
No.  2,  1.27;  No.  3,  0.92;  cargo,   .85,  and  rough  rice  .85. 

The  duty-rate  if  payments  are  made  in  Egyptian  currency  by 
Lebanon,  Jordan,  Iraq,  and  Sudan  is  higher.    It  is  (in  dollars  per 
100  pounds):    No.  1,  I.83;  No.  2,  1.80;  No.  3,  lM;  cargo,  1.31; 
and  rough  rice,  1.31. 

The  one  exception  to  the  above  export  duties  is  in  the  case  of 
Syria  if  payment  is  made  in  Egyptian  currency.    These  duties  are 
(in  dollars  per  100  pounds):    No.  1,  1.05;  No.  2,  1.01;  No.  3,  O.75. 
Export  duties  on  cargo  and  rough  rice  for  that  country  are  not  listed. 


CUBA  STARTS  GRINDING  ITS 
1958  SUGARCANE  CROP 

Central  Niquero,  in  the  Sierra  Maestra  region  of  Oriente  Province, 
Cuba,  started  sugar -making  operations  on  December  8. 

The  Cuban  Government  reportedly  published  a  decree  requiring  all 
Cuban  sugar  mills  to  start  grinding  the  1958  sugarcane  crop  not 
earlier  than  December  5,  1957,  nor  later  than  January  10,  1958, 
unless  by  written  permission  from  the  Cuban  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

In  normal  years ,  not  more  than  15  or  20  mills  commence  operations 
prior  to  January  10.    However,  due  to  fear  that  the  1958  crop  may  be 
damaged  as  a  result  of  civil  disturbance,  the  government  has  apparently 
decided  to  permit  grinding  to  start  as  early  as  possible. 
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SURINAM  WILL  IMPORT  RICE 

Surinam's  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  has  accepted  a  "bid  by 
a  local  importer  to  supply  2,000  metric  tons  of  rice  for  domestic 
consumption.    The  milled  rice,  graded  at  UO-percent  broken  content, 
will  be  imported  from  Ecuador  at  $7.3^-  Pe^  100  pounds,  c.i.f. 
Paramaribo.    Delivery  will  be  made  in  January  or  February. 

Data  on  the  extent  of  Surinam's  import  requirements  of  rice 
for  1958  are  not  yet  available.    Usually  the  country  has  between 
6,000  and  15,000  metric  tons  of  milled  rice  for  export.    The  1957 
(September)  crop,  however,  was  greatly  below  average  because  of 
poor  growing  conditions  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  23). 

SUGAR  PRODUCTION  BECOMING 
MORE  IMPORTANT  IN  SWAZILAND 

Sugar  production  is  becoming  increasingly  important  in 
Swaziland's  expanding  pattern  of  economic  development. 

Big  Bend,  Swaziland's  sugarcane -growing  section,  has  been  out 
of  a  veld  (grassland)  bordering  the  Usutu  river.     It  is  virgin 
soil,  producing  more  cane  per  acre  and  more  sucrose  per  ton  of  cane 
than  in  any  area  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  which  borders 
Swaziland  on  3  sides.    A  sugar  mill  is  to  be  built  in  the  Big  Bend 
with  an  assured  market  of  80,000  tons  of  sugar  a  year. 

PHILIPPINES  INCREASE 
COFFEE  PRODUCTION 

Coffee  production  in  the  Philippine  Republic  during  the  crop 
year  1956-57  is  estimated  at  138,333  bags.    This  is  the  largest 
yet  recorded,  and  is  double  the  production  of  19^9-50.    The  in- 
crease can  be  attributed  to  expansion  of  area  rather  than  in- 
creased yields.    Acreage  in  coffee  has  increased  from  2U,2l6 
acres  in  19^9-50  to  53,126  acres  in  1956-57. 

The  Philippine  agricultural  program  favors  the  development 
of  the  coffee  industry,  as  the  government  desires  to  attain 
self-sufficiency  in  food  crops.    Government  officials  forsee 
self-sufficiency  in  coffee  within  3  years,  but  others  view  this 
as  overly  optimistic.     "Robusta"  is  the  predominant  variety  in 
production  now,  with  lesser  amounts  of  "excelsa"  and  "liberica". 
The  government  is  subsidizing  purchases  of  fertilizers  and  pro- 
viding loans  to  assist  in  bringing  plantings  into  production. 
Coffee-processing  plants  are  given  tax  exemptions  and  financial 
aid  in  the  form  of  loans. 
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FIRST  ESTIMATE  OF  1958  AUSTRALIAN  APPLE 
AND  PEAR  EXPORTS  OPTIMISTIC 

The  Australian  Apple  and  Pear  Board  has  released  its  first  estimate 
of  fresh  apple  and  pear  exports  during  1958.    Total  1958  exports  are 
predicted  at  5 .2  million  "bushels  of  apples  and  1.2  million  bushels  of  pears. 

In  1957 ,  exports  totaled  3 .8  million  bushels  apples  and  1.1  million 
bushels  pears.    The  1956  totals  were  h,Q  and  1.1  million  bushels,  respec- 
tively.   No  breakdown  by  destination  is  available  as  yet,  but  it  is  esti- 
mated that  320,000  bushels  of  apples  and  200,000  bushels  of  pears  will  be 
shipped  to  continental  Europe,  with  the  balance  going  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

ARGENTINE  DECIDUOUS  FRUIT  FOR  EXPORT  GENERALLY 
UNAFFECTED  BY  FROSTS 

Frost  damage  to  apples  and  other  deciduous  fruits  in  Argentina  has 
been  reported  by  the  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

However,  the  damage  is  mainly  centered  in  the  provinces  of  Mendoza  and 
San  Juan.    These  provinces  are  major  deciduous  fruit  producing  areas  but 
generally  are  relatively  minor  in  export  trade.    The  Rio  Negro  Valley,  the 
main  producer  of  export  apples  and  pears,  is  reported  to  be  unaffected, 
with  crop  prospects  good. 

PHILIPPINE  CACAO  PROSPECTS  GOOD 

The  Philippine  Republic's  present  government  policy  favors  the  produc- 
tion of  cacao,  and  producers  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this 
crop.    The  cacao  produced  is  reported  to  be  of  high  quality,  and  there  are 
good  domestic  markets  with  prices  said  to  be  favorable  to  producers.  Per 
capita  consumption  is  on  the  uptrend;  but  the  past  year's  cacao  outturn 
is  said  to  have  provided  only  about  lh  percent  of  requirements. 

Annual  yields  of  cacao  have  increased  significantly  since  19^9-50; 
reportedly  because  of  improved  insect  control.    The  area  in  cultivation 
in  1956-57  is  reported  as  6,670  acres,  or  about  68  percent  larger  than 
in  19U8-U9.    As  in  the  case  of  coffee,  the  government  is  propagating 
new  cacao  plants  and  selling  them  at  cost  to  producers,  subsidizing 
purchases  of  fertilizer,  and  providing  loans  to  assist  in  bringing 
plantings  into  production.    Cocoa-processing  plants  are  being  given 
tax  exemptions  and  financial  aids  in  the  form  of  loans. 

The  cacao  industry  is  not  expected  to  supply  local  needs  within  the 
next  few  years.    Cacao,  however,  may  eventually  become  an  export  crop. 
A  few  token  exports  of  cocoa  butter  have  been  made.    Indications  are 
that  present  cacao -manufacturing  facilities  in  the  Philippines  could 
supply  the  entire  needs  of  the  country. 
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ESTIMATE  FOR  1957  FRENCH 
WALNUTS  LOWERED 

The  1957  French  commercial  -walnut  crop  is  now  officially  estimated  at 
12,000  short  tons,  in-shell  "basis,  or  about  8  percent  less  than  tonnage 
previously  reported.    Early  spring  freeze  damage  plus  the  cumulative  effects 
of  adverse  growing  weather  during  the  previous  season  are  said  to  he  re- 
sponsible for  the  short  crop. 

The  recently  harvested  French  walnut  crop  is  only  two-thirds  as  large 
as  1956  commercial  production  and  less  than  half  the  amount  regarded  as 
normal  production  volume.    French  exporters  are  reportedly  concerned  over 
possible  loss  of  foreign  markets  because  of  two  successive  short  walnut 
crops. 


IRAQ,  REPORTS  DATE  EXPORTS 


Licensed  exports  of  Iraqi  dates  for  the  12-month  period  September  1, 

1956  through  August  31,  1957  (1956  crop)  and  for  the  3-month  period  August  1, 

1957  through  October  31,  1957  (1957  crop)  are  shown  according  to  destina- 
tion in  the  table  below.    India  has  been  and  continues  to  be  the  principal 
market  for  Iraqi  dates. 

DATES: -Iraqi  exports  according  to  destination 
Sept.  1,  1956-Aug.  31,  1957,  and  Aug.  1,  1957-Oct.  31,  1957 


Exports 


Sept.  1,  '56- 
Aug.  31.  '57 


Aug.  1,  '57- 
Oct.  31,  '57 


Short  tons 

12, 397 

8,931 

3,^18 

if,  If  57 

3,017 
11,038 
55,02if 

kilty 

2,33^ 

6,175 

6,808 

3,39^ 

9,637 
21,379 

9,3^1 

2,939 

2,910 
17,010 


JSU35!* 


Short  tons 

6,0^ 
1,830 


710 
2,696 
18,728 

273 
1,199 
1,300 

557 

l,lfl0 

3,555 
2,35^ 

513 
2,671 


Country  of  destination 


United  States  , 

Aden  , 

Australia  

British  Somaliland  , 

Canada.  

Egypt  , 

India  , 

Indonesia  , 

Jordan  , 

Lebanon. ................ 

Pakistan  

Persian  Gulf  States...., 

Saudi  Arabia  

Syria  

United  Kingdom.  •  

West  Germany  

Yemen. 

Other  countries ........ 


Total  exports . 
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SWEDEN'S  EXPORTS  OF  BUTTER 
IN  1957  ABOVE  1956 

Sweden's  butter  exports  in  1957  are  estimated  at  U8.5  million  pounds , 
compared  with  37.5  million  pounds  in  1956.    The  quantity  available  for 
export  in  1958  is  also  expected  to  be  relatively  large.    A  continued 
decline  in  domestic  consumption  of  butter  has  resulted  in  the  accumulation 
of  above-normal  stocks.    Import  licensing  for  butter  was  introduced  on 
December  2. 

CANADA  ADDS  BUTTERFAT  TO 
CONTROLLED  LIST 

The  Canadian  Government  recently  added  butter  oil  and  butter  fat 
to  the  list  of  controlled  imports  through  Supplement  No.  6  of  Customs 
Memorandum  Series  D,  no.  13  (2nd  revision).  This  amends  the  Export 
and  Import  Permits  Act,  and  requires  "butter  oil  and  any  other  form 
of  butter  fat  containing  55  percent  or  more  of  butterfat"  to  be  added 
to  the  Import  Control  List.  The  ruling  became  effective  November  13, 
1957. 

The  Customs  Memorandum  further  announced  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  this  ruling  to  control  the  importation  of  products  labeled  and  sold 
as  powdered  cream,  baby  foods,  cheese,  etc.    Inquiries  regarding  any 
particular  product  should  be  directed  to  the  Dairy  Products  Division  of 
the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa. 

NEW  ZEALAND  NONFAT  DRY  MILK 
PRODUCTION  RISES  SHARPLY 

Production  of  nonfat  dry  milk  in  New  Zealand  totaled  50.6  million 
pounds  during  the  first  8  months  of  1957,  a  33-percent  increase  over  the 
same  period  in  I956.  If  production  continues  at  the  present  rate,  the 
country's  annual  output  will  set  a  new  record.  Last  year,  New  Zealand 
butter  factories  changed  from  the  cream  collection  system  to  bulk  tank 
collection  of  milk.  Skim  milk,  formerly  used  on  farms,  is  now  being 
processed,  and  this  accounts  for  the  increased  nonfat  dry  milk  output. 

Exports  in  1957  have  been  running  well  ahead  of  last  year.  They 
totaled  .50.6  million  pounds  during  the  first  6  months,  compared  with 
35.9  million  during  January-June  1956.    Exports  during  the  first  half 
of  1957  exceeded  production  for  the  same  period,  indicating  a  removal 
of  about  11  million  pounds  for  export  from  1956  stocks.    The  United 
Kingdom  and  India  continued  to  be  New  Zealand's  primary  nonfat  dry 
milk  markets  and  took  3U.3  and  10.6  million  pounds,  respectively,  during 
the  first  half  of  1957.    Slightly  over  2.3  million  pounds  were  shipped 
to  Canada,  a  market  which  New  Zealand  did  not  have  in  1956. 
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DUTCH  CONDENSED  MILK  EXPORTS 
SHOW  MARKED  DECLINE 

During  the  first  8  months  of  1957 ,  the  Netherlands  exported  171.  U 
million  pounds  of  sweetened  condensed  whole  milk,  an  18  percent  drop 
from  exports  during  the  comparable  period  last  year. 

Decreased  shipments  to  two  of  the  Netherlands'  major  condensed  milk 
markets  accounted  almost  entirely  for  the  decline.    Shipments  to  Indonesia 
totaled  only  5«1  million  pounds  in  the  January -August  1957  period,  com- 
pared with  over  32.9  million  pounds  during  the  first  8  months  of  1956. 
Exports  to  Malaya  and  Singapore  totaled  23.6  million  pounds  and  were  down 
8.6  million  pounds  from  last  year.    Increased  exports  to  Thailand  (31»1 
million  pounds  during  January-August  1957,  compared  with  23.1  million 
pounds  during  January -August  1956)  were  overshadowed  by  decreases  in 
smaller  Dutch  markets. 

Dutch  exports  of  sweetened  condensed  skimmed  milk  totaled  30.3 
million  pounds  during  the  first  8  months  of  1957;  down  6  percent  from 
the  same  period  last  year.    While  shipments  to  Thailand,  the  principal 
Dutch  market,  showed  a  slight  increase,  exports  to  other  Asian  countries 
and  to  Africa  showed  a  general  decline. 

Evaporated  whole  milk  exports  from  the  Netherlands  increased  slightly; 
they  totaled  128.7  million  pounds  during  January-August  1957;  compared 
with  125.7  million  pounds  during  the  first  8  months  of  1956.  Exports 
to  Peru  were  13.8  million  pounds,  more  than  double  last  year,  and  exports 
to  the  Philippine  Republic  rose  from  17. 5  to  20.6  million  pounds.  Slight 
declines  were  reported  in  shipments  to  Belgium  and  several  smaller  markets. 


PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
APPROXIMATE  LAST  YEAR'S 

January -November  exports  of  copra  from  the  Philippine  Republic  totaled 
907,033  long  tons,  nearly  equal  to  tonnage  shipped  in  the  first  11  months 
of  1956.    November  exports  of  95A30  tons  were  the  second  highest  monthly 
shipments  of  the  year,  exceeded  only  by  the  100,8^  tons  shipped  in  August. 

Coconut  oil  exports  in  January -November  were  85,250  long  tons,  9  per- 
cent below  the  comparable  period  of  1956.    November  shipments  of  8,256  tons 
were  nearly  one -fourth  below  October  shipments  but  6  percent  above  those 
of  November  1956. 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-December  was  $175 «00  per 
short  ton  c.i.f.  Pacific  Coast  (mid-November  $158.00,  mid-October  $156.00). 
Local  buying  prices  were  reported  at  28.00  to  32.50  pesos  per  100  kilograms 
($1*4-2.25  to  $165.11  per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  area. 
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COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
November  and  January-November  for  years  1956  and  1957 


Country 


1956  1/ 


November 


January- 
November 


1957  1/ 


November 


:  Long  tons 

North  America:  : 

United  States  :  5,920 

Atlantic  Coast  :  (5,920) 

Pacific  Coast  :    (   ) 

Gulf  Coast   (  ---) 

Cuba  :  — 

Europe:  : 

Belgium  :   

Germany,  West  :   

Netherlands  :   

Optional  discharge  2/  :   

Europe,  unspecified  :  1,849 

Asia:  : 

Hong  Kong  :   

Total  :  7,769 

l/  Preliminary.    2/  West  Germany  or  Netherlands. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


Long  tons 

77,300 
(76,1*00-) 
(  900) 
(      — ) 
949 

105 
2,509 
3,059 

9,537 

268 


Long  tons 


8,256 
(7,956) 
(  300) 
(    — ) 


93,727 


8,256 


COPRA:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
November  and  January-November  for  years  1956  and  1957 


Country 

!              1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

'  November 

January- 
November 

November 

January- 
November 

:  Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

North  America: 

268,870 

26,463 

262,135 

(  30,511) 

(      — ) 

(  23,962) 

 :  (19,826) 

(236,552) 

(26,463) 

(238,173) 

(  1,807) 

(     — ) 

(       — ) 

6,214 

8,367 

South  America: 

500 

65,450 

6,791 

60,l4l 

22,065 

7,205 

33,127 

10,835 

Europe: 

14,000 

8,000 

24,350 

2,600 

31,125 

1,000 

2,500 

57,075 

10,500 

54,184 

12,750 

19, 337 

241,691 

35,021 

320,082 

4,000 

1,500 

19,851 

1,395 

43,376 

3,250 

34,500 

15, 575 

31,000 

104,491 

Asia: 

8,950 

8,000 

6,784 

6,300 

800 

7,900 

907,887 

95,130 

907,033 

l/  Preliminary. 2/  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  or  Belgium. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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SWITZERLAND  LOWERS  DUTY  RATES  FOR  ORANGES 

The  Swiss  Government  has  reduced  the  import  duty  on  oranges  and 
tangerines  from  10  francs  to  2  francs  per  100  kilos  (from  1.1  cents  to 
0.2  cents  per  lb.)    The  action  was  taken  "because  of  high  price  levels 
on  table  apples.    It  was  effective  December  1. 


WEST  GERMAN  OILSEED 
OUTPUT  UP  SHARPLY 


West  Germany's  edible  oilseed  production  in  1957  totaled  75; 3^0 
short  tons—nearly  all  rapeseed- -according  to  the  final  official  estimate. 
This  tonnage  is  almost  three-fourths  greater  than  the  1956  officially 
estimated  outturn  of  ^3;7^-5  tons  and  is  considerably  larger  than  pre- 
liminary estimates.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  23,  1957* ) 
Delivery  data  for  1956,  supplied  by  processors,  indicate  that  the  1956 
production  was  higher  than  crop  reporters  had  estimated.    Whether  or  not 
the  1957  data  also  are  under -estimated,  and  if  so  to  what  extent,  cannot 
yet  be  determined. 

Oilseed  acreage  increased  two-thirds  from  1956,  the  result  of  a 
governmentally  guaranteed  market  and  price  for  rapeseed.    Yields  averaged 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year.    Of  the  total  1957  production,  7^+;360 
tons  was  rapeseed  and  the  small  remainder  poppy  seed. 


ITALY  CHANGES  RATIOS  OF  IMPORTED  OILS  AND  OILSEEDS 
TO  PURCHASES  FROM  GOVERNMENT  STOCKS 


The  Italian  High  Commission  for  Food  has  again,  as  of  November  20, 
reduced  the  quantities  of  edible  oils  and  oilseeds  that  may  be  imported 
in  fixed  ratio  to  seed  oil  purchased  from  government  stocks.  (See 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  16,  1957  and  May  13;  1957  for 
previous  ratios . )    Under  the  new  ratios,  for  every  quintal  (220.5  pounds) 
of  seed  oil  purchased  from  government  stocks,  an  importer  is  entitled  to 
import: 

a.  2  quintals  of  oilseed  (oil  content),  or 

b.  1.5  quintals  of  raw  seed  oil,  or 

c.  0.5  quintals  of  crushed  olive  oil,  or 

d.  0.2  quintals  of  refined  seed  oil,  or 

e.  0.2  quintals  of  linseed  oil,  or 

f.  0.2  quintals  of  flaxseed  (oil  content),  or 

g.  0.2  quintals  of  refined  olive  oil,  or 

h.  0.2  quintals  of  solvent  olive  oil,  or 

i.  0.2  quintals  of  olive  seed  (sansa)  oil,  or 
j.    0.1  quintals  of  acid  fats 

The  new  ratios  allow  imports  of  oilseeds  and  oils  which,  with  the 
exception  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil,  were  stopped  by  the  September  ratios, 
The  ratios  also  represent  a  sharp  decline  in  the  quantity  of  olive  oil  and 
linseed  oil  that  may  be  imported,  in  most  cases  a  cut  of  more  than  50 
percent. 
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AUSTRIA  INCREASES  U.  S.  SHARE 
OF  COTTON  IMPORTS 

Austria's  imports  of  United  States  cotton  increased  to  70  percent  of 
all  Austrian  cotton  imports  in  1956-57,  amounting  to  76,000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross)  out  of  total  imports  of  109,000  bales.    Imports  in  1955-56 
were  30,000  bales,  or  27  percent  of  the  111,000-bale  total.  Availability 
of  supplies  and  competitive  pricing  of  U.  S.  cotton  were  principal  factors 
in  the  increased  imports. 

Other  major  sources  of  Austria's  cotton  in  1956-57  were  the  U.S.S.R., 
Egypt,  Peru,  Mexico,  Brazil,  and  Syria.    Volume  from  these  countries 
decreased  from  the  previous  year  as  follows  (1955-56  figures  in 
parentheses):  U.S.S.R.  lU,000  bales  (17,000);  Egypt  7,000  (22,000);  Peru 
3,000  (3,000);  Mexico  2,000  (k,00O);  and  Syria  2,000  (6,000). 

Austria's  cotton  consumption  has  been  fairly  steady  the  last  3  years- - 
107,000  bales  in  195^-55,  10^,000  in  1955-56,  and  107,000  in  1956-57.  An 
increase  of  5  percent  to  112,000  bales  is  forecast  for  1957-58  as  a 
result  of  the  Cotton  Promotion  Program  and  an  expected  improvement  in 
consumer  demand. 

The  Promotion  Program,  a  cooperative  agreement  between  the  Association 
of  Austrian  Cotton  Spinners  and  Weavers  and  the  United  States  Cotton  Council 
International,  became  effective  January  1,  1957 .    The  objective  of  the 
agreement  is  "to  further  the  development  and  maintenance  of  market  outlets 
for  U.  S.  cotton  through  a  program  of  market  research,  sales  promotion, 
and  public  relations,  designed  to  increase  per  capita  consumption  of 
cotton  in  Austria".    Unless -terminated  by  either  party,  the  agreement 
remains  in  effect  until  December  31,  1958. 

Austria's  cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  29,000 
bales,  compared  with  27,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
September  1957  were  70,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  slightly  higher  than 
August  transshipments  of  6^,000  bales,  but  nearly  50  percent  below  the 
movement  of  132,000  bales  in  September  1956.    Transshipments  for  the  2 
months  August-September  1957  were  13^,000  bales,  down  more  than  50 
percent  from  transshipments  of  290,000  bales  in  August-September  1956. 

Sharpest  decline  was  in  transshipments  to  Japan  which  dropped  from 
first  place  for  the  first  time  in  several  years.    A  sizable  reduction 
also  was  shown  for  West  Germany.    Quantities  transshipped  in  August- 
September  1957,  with  comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  West 
Germany  27,000  bales  (66,000);  United  Kingdom  27,000  (32,000);  Belgium 
25,000  (2^,000);  Japan  19,000  (87,000);  Netherlands  12,000  (10,000); 
Italy  9,000  (13,000);  and  Switzerland  8,000  (9,000). 
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CUBA  IMPORTS  MORE 
U.  S.  COTTON 

Cuba  imported  30,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  United  States  cotton 
in  August-July  1956-57.    This  was  the  highest  volume  from  this  source  in 
recent  years,  and  represented  ^h  percent  of  Cuba's  total  imports  of  31,000 
bales.    Total  imports  in  1955-56  were  32,000  bales--10,000  from  the  United 
States  and  22,000  from  Mexico. 

Mill  consumption  of  cotton  in  Cuba  during  1956-57  amounted  to  32,000 
bales,  an  increase  of  3  percent  from  the  31,000  bales  used  in  1955-56. 
Consumption  is  expected  to  increase  another  3  percent,  to  33,000  bales,  in 
1957-58  because  of  favorable  economic  conditions  throughout  the  Island  and 
steadily  increasing  demand  for  locally-made  cotton  goods.    Cuba's  3  textile 
mills,  which  use  about  2,700  bales  per  month,  account  for  all  consumption. 

Cotton  production  in  Cuba  during  1956-57  remained  in  the  experimental 
stage,  even  though  the  700-bale  production  represented  a  100-percent  increase 
over  the  previous  season.    Acreage  in  1956-57  was  663  acres.    The  same  out- 
put and  acreage  are  anticipated  for  1957-58* 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  6,000  bales,  the 
same  as  a  year  earlier.    All  cotton  is  imported  directly  by  the  mills  in 
small  lots  throughout  the  year.    Only  2  or  3  months'  requirements  are 
normally  kept  in  stock.    United  States  cotton  is  not  subject  to  an  import 
duty,  but  a  2 -percent  ad  valorem  consular  fee  must  be  paid  on  shipments 
from  the  United  States,    There  is  also  a  9-percent  sales  tax  on  all  cotton 
imports . 


IRAQ'S  COTTON  CROP 
UP  SLIGHTLY 

Iraq's  1957-58  cotton  production  may  reach  W+,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross),  12  percent  larger  than  the  36,000  bales  produced  in  1956-57.  Cotton 
acreage  in  1957-58  was  estimated  at  135,000  acres,  19  percent  more  than 
the  105,000  acres  in  1956-57.    All  production  is  of  American  Upland 
varieties.    Planting  in  1957  was  about  85  percent  Coker  Wilt,  the  rest 
Akala  Rogers. 

Iraq  generally  consumes  about  half  the  cotton  it  produces  and  exports  . 
the  remainder.    Consumption  in  1956-57  was  20,000  bales,  largely  centered 
in  one  privately- owned  plant.    In  1955-56  this  mill  produced  1.8  million 
pounds  of  yarn  for  sale  on  the  local  market,  and  k.1  million  pounds  for  the 
weaving  of  5.0  million  yards  of  cloth.    Small  quantities  of  cotton  yarn 
are  produced  in  hand  spinning  shops,  and  in  the  larger  centers  like  Baghdad 
and  Mosul  some  cotton  is  consumed  in  cottage  industries  for  padding  in 
quilts,  mattresses,  and  furniture.    Cotton  piece  goods  imports  amount  to 
about  35  million  square  yards  per  year. 
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A  completely  modern  spinning  and  weaving  mill,  established  at  Mosul 
by  the  government,  began  operations  in  1956.     Officials  expect  the  new 
mill,  equipped  with  25,000  spindles  and  6kk  looms,  to  produce  200  metric 
tons  of  cotton  yarn  and  20  million  square  yards  of  cotton  cloth  annually. 

Cotton  exports  from  Iraq  move  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Netherlands,  and  West  Germany.    Exports  in  1956-57  were  16,000  bales, 
compared  with  19,000  in  1955-56 .    Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were 
estimated  at  U,000  bales,  compared  with  3,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

The  government  has  announced  a  program  to  promote  cotton  production 
in  1957-58,  including  field  demonstrations  of  fertilization  and  cultural 
practices,  and  operation  of  a  fleet  of  12  planes  and  2  helicopters  for 
plant  protection.    Damage  by  spiny  boll  worm  and  red  spider  mites  was 
reportedly  light  in  1956-57.    About  20  percent  of  cotton  acreage  was 
sprayed. 

DENMARK'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
HIGHEST  IN  5  YEARS 

Cotton  imports  into  Denmark  during  the  August-July  1956-57  year  were 
U5,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  U5  percent  higher  than  imports  of  31,000 
bales  in  1955-56,  and  the  largest  during  any  year  since  1951-52.  Most  of 
the  increase  was  in  cotton  from  the  United  States  and  Peru.  Imports  from 
Mexico  declined.  Quantities  imported  in  August-July  1956-57,  with  com- 
parable 1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  United  States  26,000  bales 
(8,000);  Peru  13,000  (9,000);  Mexico  i+,000  (9,000);  and  Syria  1,000  (1,000). 

Imports  in  the  first  3  months  of  the  1957-58  season  were  9,000  bales, 
the  same  as  during  August-October  1956.     Imports  from  the  United  States 
and  Peru  accounted  for  most  of  the  volume    in  the  present  season. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Denmark  amounted  to  Ul,000  bales  in  1956-57, 
Ik  percent  above  1955-56  consumption  of  36,000  bales.    The  increase  was 
attributed  to  accumulated  domestic  demand,  and  some  improvement  in  textile 
exports.    Domestic  demand  for  textile  products  was  temporarily  restrained 
in  1955-56  as  a  result  of  excise  taxes  imposed  early  in  1955.  Another 
:  action  which  may  have  stimulated  domestic  consumption  was  the  1956  increase 
in  tariff  rates  on  imported  textiles. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957;  were  9,000  bales,  up  considerably 
from  stocks  of  5,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier,  and  representing  a  return 
to  levels  usually  maintained. 

ESTIMATE  RAISED  FOR  1957  FRENCH 
DRIED  PRUNE  PRODUCTION 

According  to  the  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  French  prune  pack 
for  1957  will  amount  to  8,300  short  tons.    The  current  estimate  is  800  tons 
or  11  percent  more  than  average  production  (7,500  short  tons)  for  the 
period  1950-5^.    The  French  dried  prune  pack  had  previously  been  estimated 
as  6,500  tons,  about  1,500  tons  more  than  the  small  pack  of  1956. 
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SMALL  DATE  HARVEST  MARKETED  BY  IRAQ 

The  1957  Iraqi  date  crop,  estimated  as  2^5,000  short  tons,  is  one  of  the 
smallest  in  recent  years.    Production  for  1957  is  18  percent  less  than  the 
below-average  297,000-ton  crop  of  1956  and  2+3  percent  smaller  than  the 
harvest  in  1955 • 

The  Basra  and  Central  areas  are  the  important  date  production  centers 
of  Iraq.  The  Basra  area  grows  the  Hillawi  variety,  preferred  by  the  U.  S. 
trade.  During  1957 >  date  production  in  Basra  was  down  32  percent  from 
the  preceding  season  and  was  51  percent  less  than  the  more-normal  128,000- 
ton  production  of  1955 •  Production  of  dates  in  the  Basra  area  during  1957 
according  to  varieties  was: 

Variety  Volume  in  short  tons 

Hillawi  li+,000 

Sayer  32,000 

Khadrawi  1,000 

Zahidi  9,000 

Other  varieties  7,000 


Total  production  63,000 

The  date  crop  for  1957  in  the  Central  area,  where  Zahidi  is  the  princi- 
pal variety,  is  estimated  at  182,000  short  tons.    Normal  production  for  this 
area  is  approximately  275,000  tons.    Though  just  slightly  less  than  the 
187,000-ton  production  of  1956,  the  1957  Central  area  crop  is  only  62  per- 
cent of  the  2>92,000-ton  pack  of  1955. 

Because  of  the  short  crop  and  higher  prices  in  the  black  market,  the 
Iraq  Date  Trading  Company  and  its  agent  packers  are  having  difficulty  in 
acquiring  dates  to  fill  orders.    The  Iraq  Date  Trading  Company  Board  and 
the  Date  Association  Board  have  increased  prices  for  Hillawi,  Khadwawi, 
and  Sayer  date  varieties  by  .2  cents  per  pound  as  "cleaning  expense"  and 
have  also  removed  the  storage  charges  of  63.5  cents  per  short  ton  previously 
assessed  growers.    The  boards  have  also  announced  intentions  of  declaring 
10-percent  dividends  to  shareholders. 

Monopoly  prices  applying  to  dates  produced  in  the  Basra  area  were  as 
follows  on  November  15: 

Variety  Cents  per  pound 

Hillawi  2.0 
Khadrawi  1.7 
Sayer  1.6 

As  of  mid-November,  packers  were  paying  2.5  cents  per  pound  for  Hillawi 
dates  in  the  black  market  and  2.2  cents  for  Sayer  variety.    Earlier  in  the 
season,  black-market  prices  for  these  varieties  had  been  .2  cents  per  pound 
higher . 
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Central  area  Iraqi  dates  were  removed  from  government  monopoly  control 
last  summer  but  are  still  subject  to  regulation  by  the  Date  Association, 
j  which  controls  export  licenses.    Early-season  prices  offered  Central  area 
growers  for  Zahidi  dates  were  $2^.13  per  short  ton.    This  was  nearly  twice 
last  season's  original  monopoly  price  of  $12.70  per  ton,  later  increased 
to  $15.25.    Central  area  prices  as  of  mid-November  ranged  from  $22.86  to 
$2^.13  per  ton,  and  growers  were  relieved  from  a  special  10-percent 
"Ishtihlac"  tax. 

Early  in  the  season,  exporters  were  paying  between  $50. 80  and  $55. 80 
per  ton  for  dates,  f.o.b.  Basra.  Prices  as  of  mid-November,  however,  are 
reported  to  have  declined  to  $38.10-$Uo.6U  per  ton. 

INDONESIA'S  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN  OCTOBER 
RISE  SHARPLY  FROM  PREVIOUS  MONTH 

Indonesia's  copra  exports  in  October,  preliminarily  estimated  at 
36,7^  long  tons,  were  nearly  k  times  those  of  September,  which  were  the 
lowest  monthly  shipments  of  the  year.    January-October  exports,  estimated 
at  222,1+06  long  tons,  were  over  one -sixth  higher  than  those  of  the  first 
9  months  of  1956. 

Other  Indonesian  exports  in  October  were:    palm  oil--ll,505  short 
tons;  palm  kernels--3,853  short  tons;  and  copra  cake--8,953  long  tons. 

ARGENTINA  RAISES  MINIMUM 
PRODUCER  PRICES  FOR  WHEAT 

The  National  Grain  Board  of  Argentina  has  recently  raised  the  1957-58 
guaranteed  minimum  producer  price  of  No.  2  semi-hard  wheat  from  80  to  100 
pesos  per  quintal  ($1.21  to  $1.51  per  bushel),  and  that  of  No.  2  Durum 
(Candeal  or  Taganrog)  wheat  from  90  to  110  pesos  per  quintal  ($1.36  to 
I $1.66  per  bushel).    For  both  types  of  wheat,  these  prices  are  for  grain 
[weighing  78  kilograms  per  hectoliter  (60.6  pounds  per  bushel).    The  lower 
prices  were  established  by  the  Grain  Board  last  May  along  with  guaranteed 
minimum  producer  prices  for  yellow  oats,  white  oats,  malting  barley, 
forage  barley,  rye  (Grade  No.  2  in  each  case),  and  corn  (yellow  or  red, 
hard  or  flint,  and  dented).     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  3,  1957, 
for  1957-58  prices  established  at  that  time,  and  those  for  1956-57.) 

No.  2  semi -hard  and  No.  2  Durum  (Candeal  or  Taganrog)  are  the  only 
r types  of  wheat  for  which  the  National  Grain  Board  maintains  guaranteed 
Iminimum  producer  prices.    Export  wheat  is  still  purchased  from  farmers 
land  marketed  by  the  Grain  Board.    All  the  other  grains  are  sold  by 
I  farmers  to  private  traders  and  are  subject  to  the  fixed  minimum  prices, 
phe  stated  reason  for  the  increases  in  No.  2  semi-hard  and  No.  2  Durum 
jwheat  prices  is  to  encourage  farmers  to  sell  these  two  types  of  wheat  to 
I  the  Wheat  Board  for  export,  instead  of  selling  them  to  private  traders 
I  for  domestic  sonsumption  and  offering  the  wheat  Board  lower-grade  grain. 
I  An  unusually  large  volume  of  low-grade  wheat  is  expected  in  the  1957 
I  harvest. 
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EL  SALVADOR  SUPPORTS  PRICE  OF 
CORN  TO  ENCOURAGE  PRODUCTION 

For  the  1957-58  marketing  season  the  El  Salvadoran  Government  has  fixed 
10  colons  per  quintal  ($1.02  per  bushel)  as  the  minimum  guaranteed  producer 
price  for  corn.    The  government  has,  however ,  also  established  13  colons  per 
quintal  ($1.32  per  bushel)  as  the  maximum  price  producers  can  get. 

Corn  is  ordinarily  sold  by  farmers  to  private  traders ,  but  the  govern- 
ment purchases  from  the  farmers ,  within  the  minimum-maximum  price  range, 
sufficient  corn  to  maintain  stocks  needed  for  stabilizing  producer  prices 
within  that  range.    The  government  recently  authorized  the  Instituto 
Regulador  de  Abastecimientos  (government  grain  control  board)  to  borrow 
6,000,000  colons  ($2,^-00,000)  at  3.5  percent  interest  from  the  Central 
Reserve  Bank.    The  bulk  of  the  proceeds  will  be  used  to  purchase  corn  at 
the  guaranteed  minimum  price  of  $1.02  per  bushel.    Until  recently  the 
grain  control  board  had  been  buying  corn  from  brokers. 

The  producer  price  of  corn  sold  by  farmers  to  private  traders  is 
stabilized  by  the  grain  board  within  the  minimum-maximum  range  by  either 
selling  government -owned  corn  or  withholding  it  from  the  market,  whichever 
may  be  necessary.    The  purpose  of  the  support  price  is  to  encourage  pro- 
duction of  this  grain.    Corn  is  the  leading  grain  crop  of  El  Salvador. 

AUSTRALIA'S  WHEAT  HARVEST  EXPECTED 
TO  BE  90  MILLION  BUSHELS 

The  Australian  wheat  harvest,  nearing  completion,  now  is  expected 
to  be  about  90  million  bushels.    Though  larger  than  forecast  earlier, 
this  would  be  the  smallest  production  since  19*+^  >  and       million  bushels 
less  than  the  small  crop  last  year. 

Concern  has  been  expressed  in  Australia  that  unless  wheat  is  imported 
to  permit  shipment  of  Australian  wheat  to  certain  export  markets,  some 
traditional  foreign  outlets  will  be  lost.    The  Commonwealth  Government 
has  granted  the  Wheat  Board's  request  for  authority  to  import  some  wheat. 
In  mid-December,  import  of  1.5  million  bushels  of  No.  3  Manitoba  wheat 
from  Canada  was  authorized.    In  addition,  feed  millers  in  New  South  Wales 
have  expressed  interest  in  importing  feed  grains  from  the  United  States. 

Price  increases  for  wheat  and  wheat  products  have  been  announced 
throughout  Australia.    The  price  of  wheat  at  port  cities  was  increases  on 
December  1;  the  new  price  of  about  $1.61  per  bushel  in  U.S.  currency  is 
about  7  cents  above  the  previous  rate.    The  new  price  reflects  an  increase 
of  about  5*5  cents  per  bushel  in  the  cost  of  production  and  increased 
freight  charges  to  Tasmania,  especially  since  a  substantial  part  of  the 
shipments  will  have  to  come  from  Western  Australia.    Victorian  and  South 
Australian  wheat  probably  will  be  used  largely  for  milling  export  flour. 
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